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The ray florets are generally 

flat, broad and smooth in a 

regular arrangement that 

gradually recurve toward the 

stem. Each ray floret row 

should convey uniform and 

regular-size arrangement 

with the tips preferably 

round or extending to a 

slight point.  

The ideal depth is three-

quarters the diameter of the 

bloom and should not be 

greater than its diameter. 

Formal Decorative dahlias 

come in five sizes: AA, A, 

B, BB and Miniature, with 

AA being the largest and 

Miniature the smallest.  

A few of the most popular 

Formal Decorative dahlias 

are: Kelvin Floodlight, 

Kidd’s Climax, Edna C, 

Jomanda and Rose Toscano. 

Feature Dahlia - Formal Decorative 

What is a Seedling? 

Alberta Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 

Mark Your Calendars 

• Aug 4-Sept 16, 2012 

“Striving for  

Excellence” Show 

Muttart Conservatory, 

Edmonton 

• Aug 24-26, 2012 

ADGS Annual Flower Show  

Londonderry Mall, 

Edmonton 

• Aug 29, 2012 

Rumsey Flower Show 

• Sept 1-2, 2012 

American Dahlia Society 

2012 National Show  

Portland, Oregon 

‘David Digweed’  
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‘’Kelvin Floodlight’ 

‘Kidd’s Climax’  

A seedling is any dahlia that has been started (produced) from 

seed from a dahlia. The plant produced can be of any form or 

color. 

Did you take home a seedling from the Tuber/Corm Sale?  If so,  

remember to give it lots of tender loving care so that it can be displayed  

at the Flower Show in August. Continue to fertilize your seedling with  

20-20-20 fertilizer so that it will be strong and healthy for the show.   

 
 

ADS Classification and  

Handbook of Dahlias 



“For a more dramatic 

effect, plant clumps in 

all the same variety” 
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Glorious Gladiolus 

PRE-PLANTING PREP: 

• Bring corms ten days---2 weeks out of cold storage to stimulate and break dormancy. 
Transfer to an area of normal house temperatures. 

• Peeling off the husks is not strictly necessary, but it does permit inspection of the 
corm.  DO NOT PLANT CORMS THAT HAVE SOFT OR ROTTEN SPOTS. 

• Each corm has about 6 eyes or potential shoots. Two or three of these will sprout.  
If you wish to grow the biggest, then remove all but the strongest eye, using a paring 
knife or potato peeler. It's a good idea to disinfect the knife regularly in a mild bleach 
solution. A Q-tip dipped in a mild bleach solution to disinfect the “wound” on the 
corm works well. 

• Prepare field stakes. Use a Sharpie “Industrial Strength” permanent ink marker to 
write variety names on the stakes. Write on BOTH sides because the ink does tend to 
fade. 

• Do any organization of corms according to one’s color scheme in the garden or plant-
ing areas. 

PLANTING TIPS: 

Here in southern Alberta, we plant when the May Tree starts to leaf out and when the soil is 
dry enough to be worked. This has been as early as April 15 but generally about April 25 
until May 10. We have found that it's best to get them in as early as possible. Glads planted 
can stand the May frosts, will still sprout (slowly) and if they are out of the ground, can tol-
erate 2 or 3 degrees of frost.  

SOIL PREPARATION 

• The soil should be dug or rototilled to a depth of 7 or 8 inches and then raked level. 
Using a shovel, trenches can be dug in rows to a depth of 4-5 inches. 

• If you are landscape gardening, dig holes about 12" in diameter to the above depth for 
clumps of 5--6. 

• If your soil is reasonably fertile, then fertilizer is probably not necessary before plant-
ing. In the past, for exhibition purposes, we lightly scattered 11-52-0, and Pink Vigoro 
in the trench, scratched it in and then set the bulb on top of a handful of sand. 

PLANTING THE CORMS 

• Place the corms in the row/hole with the base down, with the shoots pointing straight up. 

• One can use Bulb Dust lightly sprinkled over the corms to discourage fungus and to 
foil cutworms. 

• Soil is then raked in to fill the trench/hole.   

Note: The foregoing could be applied to clump planting, using 5--6 corms per hole.  
(An aside, for a more dramatic effect, plant clumps in all the same variety, then the 
blooms will be finished about the same time, and one can tidy the area, leaving the leaves). 

A side dressing of a general fertilizer like “Pink Vigoro” at the 3rd leaf stage may help to  
elevate bud count. 

If you are fortunate enough to be growing on the side of an old feedlot like Dan McArthur 
and father Lorne, you probably do not have to add anything. 

Glads like humus. Note, however, if using manure it must be well composted, and “fresh” 
manure should NEVER be used in the growing season. 



 

• “Striving for Excellence Show”  -  August 4 to September 16 at the Muttart Conservatory in  

Edmonton. A partnership was formed with the Conservatory, and the ADGS has donated 650  

tubers for this display. 

• Alberta Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 3rd Annual Flower Show  -   

August 24-26, 2012 at Londonderry Mall, Edmonton. 

• Rumsey Flower Show  -  August 29, 2012 in Rumsey, AB 

• American Dahlia Society 46th Annual National Show  -  

September 1 & 2, 2012 in Portland, Oregon 

Upcoming Events 

Thank You 

Tribute to Ernie Henderson 

• Special thanks to Karrin (Peeters) McDougal of 

Peeters  Enterprises Gladiolus for providing the  

glad corms of ‘Regal Rose’ to ADGS at a price 

“fractional” to that catalogued. These glads  will be 

grown by members and displayed at  the Flower 

Show in August, in honor of  Ernie Henderson.   

• Thank you to Sea Soil, Port McNeill, BC for 

donating several bags of Sea Soil to ADGS which 

helped to raise funds for our society.   

• Thank you to Bill Tirrell,  owner of Coal Trail 

Greenhouses, for supporting ADGS.  

• Thank you to everyone who contributed to a most 

successful Tuber & Corm Sale on March 31, 2012. 

The Society purchased corms of Regal Rose for a special class at our 2012 show in honor of 

Ernest (Ernie) Henderson, who died last November at the age of 106. Ernie was a living 

testament of the adage that keeping busy is one of the secrets of living well. He was made a 

life-time member of the Alberta Dahlia & Gladiolus Society at our founding meeting. A life

-long showman and/or judge of horses, gladiolus and dahlias, Ernie was a mentor to many 

of us. 

Hopefully, all members who wished to enter this class have their corms. Regal Rose is a  

400-sized Glad that is definitely of Grand Champion caliber, having great placement and 

opening qualities and good bud count.  
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‘Regal Rose’ 



Requests and Reminders 

• If you are a Senior or Junior Judge or interested in judging at a future Flower Show, please contact:  

Ken Jensen email: ambbowl@shaw.ca or phone: 403-782-5095 

• Volunteers are needed for the upcoming Flower Show, August 24, 25, & 26 in Edmonton.  

If you would like to volunteer, please contact: 

Wayne Roberts email: wayne-sheilaroberts@hotmail.com or phone: 403-347-7482 

or  

Bill Carter email: jeanne.carter@epsb.ca or phone: 780-463-0141 

• Please send any creative, fun, innovative fundraising ideas for our society to Wayne Roberts. 

• Check out our website frequently www.albertadahliaandgladsociety.com.  We welcome any contributions.  

Please forward information and articles to our  Webmaster Larry Quintilio at larryquintilio@telus.net or  

403-346-8401. 

• Sheila (403-347-7482) and Lois (403-347-6181) welcome any interesting articles, ideas and feedback for our 

Newsletter.   

• Plan to bring all of your friends, family — young and old — to our Flower Show in August. They will be amazed!   

The Alberta Dahlia and Glad Society is formed for the purpose of 
stimulating interest in and promoting the culture & development  
of dahlias & gladiolus and will operate as a non-profit society.  

The Alberta Dahlia and Glad Society  
was incorporated as a society on November 8, 2009.  

 

Wayne Roberts 
wayne-sheilaroberts@hotmail.com 
403-347-7482 

Reg Powys-Lybbe 
powys@telusplanet.net 

Margo Kusiek 
mjkusiek@hotmail.com 

Eileen Grant 
ambbowl@shaw.ca 

Website Administrator 
admin@alberrtadahliaandgladsociety.com 

c/o Wayne Roberts 

#3 Orillia Park 

Red Deer, AB 

T4N 5A6 

We’re on the web!

www.albertadahliaandgladiolussociety.com 

Phone: 403-347-7482 

E-mail: wayne-sheilaroberts@hotmail.com 

Alberta Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 


