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Mark Your Calendars 
 April 13, 2013 

Tuber and Corm Sale, 
Bower Place Centre,  
Red Deer 

 Aug 24-25, 2013 
ADGS 4th Annual Show  
Bower Place Centre,  
Red Deer 

 Aug 28, 2013 
Rumsey Flower Show 

 Aug 29-Sep 2, 2013 
American Dahlia Society 
2013 National Show  
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Feature Dahlia - Incurved Cactus 

The ray florets are pointed, narrow at the base, uniform in 
length and arrangement, and revolute for the majority of their 
length. They will curve upward to the bloom face. They may also 
arc downward and then up, or they will swirl horizontally around 
the bloom circumference, usually exposing the involurce in either 
case. The depth must be at least half the diameter. (ADS)  

Incurved cactus dahlias are very easy to grow and present 
with very interesting designs. 

‘Camano Sitka’  ‘Bode’ 

Glossary: 

 Revolute - Margins of the ray  
florets roll backward along their 
longitudinal axis. When fully revo-
lute, the margins touch or overlap. 

 Involurce - the collection of bracts 
that enclose the bud.  

 Bract - reduced or modified leaf 
often in the inflorescence.  

 Inflorescence - a group or cluster  
of flowers arranged on a stem. 

 Ray floret - the single petal of the 
flower head forming the border in 
the open centered dahlias. Or, 
massed together they form the flower 
head in fully double dahlias. 

Volume 04 Issue 1 

Winter 2013 

 Upcoming Events 
The Annual Alberta Dahlia and Gladiolus Flower Show is happening August 24th and 25th at the 
Bower Place Centre (corner of Gaetz South & Molly Bannister Drive) in Red Deer. The Alberta 
Dahlia and Gladiolus Society is presently forming a committee to plan this event. Would you like  

to help plan this event? Here are the areas that need planning and coordination: 

If you are interested in being a part of this committee, contact Lois & Rick Tallas at 403-347-6181  
email:  ltallas@gmail.com or Larry Quintilio at 403-346-8401 email:  larryquintilio@gmail.com  

and we will inform you of the date and time of the next meeting. 

 Set up of Show 
 Judging 
 Head Table 
 Recruiting Volunteers 

 Advertising 
 Selling Flowers at end of Show 
 Clean up after Show 
 Table and Flower Count 

mailto:ltallas@gmail.com�
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Checking Your Dahlia Tubers in Winter Storage ... 
  - what you might find! 

IF YOU CHECK YOUR 

TUBERS TWO OR 

THREE TIMES 

DURING THE 

WINTER YOU WILL 

HAVE A MUCH 

BETTER CHANCE OF 

KEEPING YOUR 

PRIZED TUBERS 

HEALTHY 
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THERE IS BLACK ROT ON THE CROWN OF THIS 
TUBER. IT CAN BE REMOVED WITH A SHARP 
KNIFE. WHEN ALL OF THE BLACK HAS BEEN  
REMOVED, SPRAY WITH LYSOL DISINFECTANT, 
WHICH WILL KEEP THE ROT AT BAY. 

THIS IS THE SAME TUBER WITH THE BLACK  
ROT REMOVED. THIS TUBER WILL SURVIVE  
THE WINTER AND WILL BE GOOD TO PLANT IN  
THE SPRING.    

THIS IS A GOOD, STRONG  
TUBER WITH EYES ALREADY 
STARTING. A GOOD TUBER 
SHOUD BE CLEAN AND FIRM. 

THIS IS ROT STARTING ON THE 
CROWN OF THE TUBER (WHERE  
THE EYES ARE). IT WILL CONTINUE, 
SO DISCARD THIS TUBER. 
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Echoglen Farm, Red Deer  
Trial Gardens are the instrument by which all seed growers 

use to develop new varieties of seeds to feed the world and beau-
tify our yards. Governments and Departments of Agriculture 
around the world sponsor seedlings for food trial gardens. Seed 
companies employ the best geneticists to breed new varieties of 
plants. The American Dahlia Society, celebrating its 100th Anni-
versary in 2015, employs the same method. 

Members of the ADGS have accepted the challenge of a trial 
garden for dahlias. The time spent caring for , growing, judging  
the seedlings, and record keeping will be the result of  hours of 
volunteer work. Alberta Dahlia growers have spent a lot of time 
and money attending shows and participating in judging courses to 
become senior certified judges who are members of the much  
larger American Dahlia Society (ADS). An application for a trial 
garden has to be submitted to the ADS and once approved, the 
garden will have a 2 year probation period. This probationary  
period is standard for all trial gardens. 

ADGS members have been growing seedlings for many 
years. Because of waiting lists, there is a challenge for members to 
get their seedlings into the US Trial Gardens. Trial Gardens in 

Canada have come and gone on both the West and East Coasts. 
Trial gardens have never been on the prairies until now. Our  
extreme climate in Alberta makes dahlia growing a challenge. We 
are a hardy bunch of enthusiastic growers, with a goal to grow 
successful gardens. 

We will accommodate hybridizers from across Canada and 
the US. All growers can submit tubers in their 4th growing season. 
Originators shall submit 3 tubers of a cultivar along with a picture. 
Cultivars in Alberta will be started indoors and transplanted after 
the danger of frost. Directors and volunteers will manage the trial 
garden. The gardens will be cared for in the same manner as all 
dahlia gardens. Senior judges will judge the dahlias according to the 
rules in the ADS Classification Handbook of Dahlias. Three senior 
judges will judge each entry. 

The City of Red Deer has been very supportive and recog-
nizes the endeavors of the ADGS. The garden is open for public 
viewing during the growing season. 

The Piper Creek Trial Garden is located at Echoglen Farm, 
Red Deer County, at the home of Lorne and Marilyn McArthur. 
The land location is Range Road 273#3714. Our local people 
know this location as 40th Ave, south of 19th St., near the City 
Landfill Site. The mailing address is: 

Lorne McArthur, RR#3, Red Deer, T4N 5E3 

- Submitted by Lorne McArthur  

Dazzling with Dahlias! 
It's an idea that has really blossomed. 

What began in 1936 as a flower parade has become the oldest 
and most celebrated ode to blooms in Europe. Ever since its incep-
tion, the Bloemencorso Zundert in the Netherlands has become the 
largest flower parade in the world entirely made by volunteers. An 
average 50,000 visitors descend on the town to look at the brilliant 
displays. Creators use dahlias for their breathtaking displays and build 
gravity defying sculptures of tigers 
holding cubs in their mouths, 
leopards chasing antelope, and 
bejewelled elephants. Each of the 
20 competing districts of Zundert 
- which was the home of Vincent 
Van Gogh - construct their own 
entry and compete in the corso, 
which takes place the first Sunday 
of September. The parade is all 
the work of dedicated volunteers, 
who do not profit from the col-
ourful display. A staggering six to 
eight million dahlia flowers are 
used to produce the floats. 

Piper Creek Trial Garden 

http://www.bloemencorsozundert.nl/�


Requests and Reminders 

 Please consider being part of the planning committee for the upcoming annual flower show. Contact Lois  
& Rick Tallas (403-347-6181)/ ltallas@gmail.com or Larry Quintilio (403-346-8401)/  
larryquintilio@gmail.com and we will inform you of the date and time of the next meeting. 

 Tuber and Corm Sale will be held at Bower Place Centre April 13, 2013. There will be several varieties of dahlia 
tubers and gladiolus corms available to purchase. 

 The Alberta Dahlia and Gladiolus Society’s 4th Annual Show will be held August 24th and 25th at Bower Place  
Centre in Red Deer. The Show Booklet will be available at the Tuber and Corm Sale in April or by phoning  
Eileen Grant (403-782-5095). 

 Vivian Delude and Lois Tallas are recruiting volunteers to help with specific tasks during the weekend of our 
annual Dahlia and Gladiolus Show, beginning Friday evening, August 23rd through take-down Sunday afternoon. 
Please contact Vivian (403-309-3322) or Lois (403-347-6181) ltallas@gmail.com for volunteer opportunities. 

 American Dahlia Society National Show, Annual Meeting and Midwest Dahlia Conference Show – August 29-
September 2, 2013.  Hosted by West Michigan Dahlia Society.   

 Check out our website www.albertadahliaandgladsociety.com. Please forward information and articles to our 
Webmaster Larry Quintilio at larryquintilio@telus.net or 403-346-8401. We welcome any contributions. 

 Sheila (403-347-7482) and Lois (403-347-6181) welcome any interesting articles, ideas and feedback for our 
Newsletter.  

c/o Wayne Roberts 
#3 Orillia Park 
Red Deer, AB 
T4N 5A6 

We’re on the web!
www.albertadahliaandgladiolussociety.com 

Phone: 403-347-7482 
E-mail: wayne-sheilaroberts@hotmail.com 

Alberta Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 

The Alberta Dahlia and Glad Society is formed for the purpose of 
stimulating interest in and promoting the culture & development  
of dahlias & gladiolus and will operate as a non-profit society.  

The Alberta Dahlia and Glad Society  
was incorporated as a society on November 8, 2009.  

 

Wayne Roberts 
wayne-sheilaroberts@hotmail.com 
403-347-7482 

Reg Powys-Lybbe 
powys@telusplanet.net 

Margo Kusiek 
mjkusiek@hotmail.com 

Eileen Grant 
ambbowl@shaw.ca 

Website Administrator 
admin@albertadahliaandgladsociety.com 
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