
  SPAIN:  HERITAGE AND 

HORTICULTURE 

With Sara Williams 

 

 Join us as we explore the grandeur of Spain’s 
magnificent gardens, architecture, traditional artisans 
and modern horticulture. A crossroads to many cultures 
over the centuries, you’ll discover the profound 
influence that each had as they passed through, 
leaving behind the legacy of their architecture and their 
pleasure gardens. From Roman antiquities to the 
intricate geometry of Islamic courtyards as well as 
English and French infusions, our journey will take us 
through small villages and modern cities.  All make up 
the dramatic tapestry that is modern Spain. 
 
 

 
 
Sara Williams is a retired horticultural specialist who 
has been hosting garden tours since the early 1990s. 
Involved with the University of Saskatchewan Master 
Gardener program for years, she is a founder of the 
Saskatchewan Perennial Society and founding editor of 
the Gardener for the Prairies. She has given hundreds 
of workshops and is the author of many books and was 
inducted into the Saskatchewan Agricultural Hall of 
Fame in 2013. 
 
 
Cost: Per Person based on double occupancy 
20-22 Passengers:  $4630CAD  
18-19 Passengers:  $4840CAD  
15-17 Passengers:  $5270CAD  
Single Supplement: $1040CAD 
 
 
Tour includes:  Transfers and train Seville-Barcelona, 
accommodation, tours and excursions per itinerary, 
meals per itinerary, English-speaking guide and more.  

Optional Excursions for an additional cost:  
Andalusian horse show, Cooking workshop in Cordoba 
and carriage ride through Maria Luisa Park in Seville. 

 

 

 

 

For more information and to 

book Spain: Heritage and  

Horticulture please call or 

email Ruth or Sara: 
 

 Ruth MacRae, Worldwide Ecotours 

Phone: 403-247-8407 

Toll Free:  1-888-778-2378 

Email: 

ruth@worldwideecotours.com 

 

Sara Williams 
Phone:  306- 373-6345 

Email: sara.williams@usask.ca 
 

September 28 – October 12, 2014 

 Generalife Gardens, The Alhambra 

 
 Mezquita, Cordoba 
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Sunday, Sept. 28      

Depart Canada. 
 
Monday, Sept. 29 Arrive Malaga 

This evening arrive into Malaga at 8:30 pm, where we will be 
met and transferred to our hotel to check in, relax, and enjoy a 
welcome dinner (D) 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 30 Malaga - Ronda  
Our first morning in Spain, begins with a visit to La 
Conception Historical-Botanical Garden. Begun in 1855 as 

a private garden, it contains tropical and sub-tropical plants. 
Then on to the Roman Theatre built in the first century BC, 

left to ruins for centuries, and restored and opened to the 
public in 2011. En-route visit a garden centre or a working 
farm. (BD) 
  
Wednesday, Oct. 1 Ronda  
A morning walking tour of Ronda will include the Casa del 
Rey Moor with gardens designed by Jean Claude Forestier in 
1912 and Arab baths dating from the 12

th
 century. In the 

afternoon, we’ll visit an olive grove and processing facility. 

(BD) 
 
Thursday, Oct. 2  Ronda - Granada 

This morning we depart for Granada (a 3 hour drive) where 
we visit the gardens of Carmen de los Martires, a mixture of 

English, Andalusian and French styles, featuring a lake, 
hidden fountains, a monastic garden with aromatic and 
medicinal plants, and an Islamic courtyard. We end the day 
(what better way?) with wine tasting. (B) 

  
Friday, Oct. 3  Granada  
The Alhambra Palace and Generalife gardens, a UNESCO 

heritage site, is a complex of palaces and gardens “where 
water is an art form” with numerous patios and pools dating 
from the 1500s. In the afternoon we’ll walk through the narrow 
winding streets of the Albaicin, the old Moorish quarter of 

Granada to see water cisterns, gardened “carmenes” 
traditional homes, and small intimate squares. Our day will 
end with a private dinner at a bodega (Spanish tapas bar) in 

the old Jewish quarter. (BD) 
  

Saturday, Oct. 4  Alpujarras   

A day dedicated to local crafts and cuisine! We’ll drive to 
Alpujarras, a region of mountain villages. Our first stop will be 
the Arts & Crafts Market in Orgiva; then the Pocqueira 
Valley to see local artisans producing rugs, baskets, ceramics 
and leather. In Pampaneira you’ll see hand-made leather 

shoes, wool tapestries woven on old-fashioned looms, and 
visit a chocolate factory. For lunch, we’ll taste local ham. (BL) 
 

Sunday, Oct. 5  Granada - Cordoba 

Drive to Cordoba (2 hours) for an afternoon visit to the 
Gardinos de los Reyes Cristianos, an alcazar (castle)  

consisting of a fortress and gardens dating from the Spanish 
Inquisition. After dinner, an optional Andalusian horse 
show. (BD) 
 

Monday, Oct. 6  Cordoba 
Our tour of the City of Cordoba will include the Mezquita, a 

mosque dating to the 10
th
 century with its famous Patio of 

Oranges; the Alcazar with its gardens of ponds, fountains and 

aromatic plants and Moorish bathhouse; the narrow lanes of 
the old Jewish quarter and a visit to the synagogue; and the 
Viana Palace with its Museum of 12 patios. [We are also 

hoping to arrange an optional cooking workshop.] (B) 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 7  Cordoba - Seville 
After a visit to an orange grove and marmalade production 
facility, we have lunch at a private estate, before driving to 
Seville.  En route to Ronda (a two-hour drive), visit Palacio de 
Moratalla Hornachuelos with gardens developed in the 

Versailles style about 1915. (BL) 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 8 Seville 
Touring Seville, our first visit will be to the gardens of Reales 
Alcarzares, a castle begun by the Moors in 913 and later 

embellished by the Christians. Next a walking tour of the 
Barrio Santa Cruz with its winding cobbled streets, 

whitewashed houses and centuries-old gardens, including 
Plaza Alfaro, the inspiration of the balcony scene from Romeo 
and Juliet.  Our day will end with a visit to the private garden 
of Casa Pilatos.  An optional carriage ride through Maria 
Luisa Park will be available this evening. (BD) 
 

Thursday, Oct. 9  Seville - Barcelona 
Today we take the train from Seville to Barcelona, about a 6 

hour panoramic journey across Spain. Upon arrival in 
Barcelona, we will visit the Laberinto de Horta, the oldest 

garden in Barcelona, named for its cypress labyrinth (maze). 
(BD) 
 
Friday, Oct. 10     Costa Brava 
Today we head north of Barcelona to visit Pubol, Salvador 
Dali’s surrealist garden; Dali’s house-Museum where he 
spent his childhood; Ampurias, an ancient coastal Greek-
Roman city; and the Marimurta Botanical Garden located in 

Blanes in a Mediterranean Forest and featuring 3000 species 
amidst stunning cliff-top views. (B) 
 

Saturday, Oct. 11 Barcelona 

Our last full day in Spain will focus on the life and work of 
Antoni Gaudi, Spain’s most famous architect. We’ll visit the 
Sagrada Familia Cathedral, still under construction a century 
after it was begun; the Gaudi House Museum; Park Guell; 
and Casa Batio which he designed. We will conclude this 
memorable visit to Spain with a tapas bar dinner. (BD) 
 

Sunday, Oct. 12  Departure 

Transfer to the airport for your flight home. (B) 
 
 
 
Key:  B = 13 Breakfasts    L = 2 Lunches     D = 8 Dinners 
 
 
NOTE:  Itinerary arrangement is subject to change. 

Spain: Heritage & Horticulture Itinerary 
 


